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io Extracts of Letters from Lieut . Parish and Capt. King . 

being a little more inclined towards the southward, and diverging 
more from the equator. 

“ May 5th.- Comet gradually vanishing ; stormy to-night; a 
faint whitish light. No observations taken subsequently to the 5th. 
The comet remained faintly visible till the 8th. 

“ Note. The estimated measurements of the length of the tail, 
as recorded both by Mr. Wright and M. Bosquet, were eye estL 
mations, and not in any case obtained instrumentaily. 

“ Charles F. A. Siia dwell, Capt, R.N. 

“P.S. Finding, on comparing notes with Mr. Maclear at the 
Cape of Good Hope, that the comet had not been observed at the 
Cape before the 1st of May, and, therefore, that the observation of 
April 30th on board the Lady Jocelyn would be valuable, I have 
recomputed the comet’s place, correcting it for refraction, and find 
as follows :— 

App. Gr. Mean Time, 4 h 17™, April 30th, 

R.A. 3 h 57“ 36 g, 3 Decl. n° 26'* 4 

using Dr. Inman’s Refraction Tables, which are based on Dr. 
Young’s formulae.”* C. S. 


Extract of a Letter from Lieut. John Parish , commanding H.M.S. 

Sharpshooter at Rio de Janeiro, May 14, 1853. 

“ We had a very good sight of a comet whilst out on our last 
cruise, on the night of the 30th of April, hearing W. \ 8. from our 
anchorage in Anua^oa Bay, about 20 miles north of Rio Janeiro. 
Altitude 9° 2, distance from Sirius , 35 0 32', from Bellatrix, 23°5i', 
length of tail from 8° to io°. Visible also on the night of the 1st 
of May, in nearly the same position. On our return I found it had 
been seen at Rio de Janeiro on the night of the 30th April. 

“ Has it been seen in Europe ? If not this account of it may 
be interesting to astronomers. 

“ Had the weather been fine, I could have given you more par¬ 
ticulars. It was first seen about y h 20 m p.m., and set at about 
8 p.m.” 


Extract of a Letter from Capt. King, of Paramatta , N . S. W. 

“ April 30. A comet suddenly made its appearance after sun¬ 
set. Angles from it to Sirius, 44 0 19', Rigel, 22 0 35', Bellatrix, 
30° 20'. 

“ May 1. Clouded. 

u May 2. Passing between a and v Leporis , about 18 0 35’ from 
Sirius , towards which it was travelling. R.A. about 5 h 14™, decl. 
13 0 south. Comparing this position with its place on the 30th 

* Capt. Shadwell had not at this time learned that the comet had been pre¬ 
viously discovered in Europe. 
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Extract of a Letter from Dr. Foster. n 

April, it had changed in R.A. 25 0 , and in declination 2 0 to the 
south, which will give for its daily motion in R.A. 75 /, o, and in 
declination 6 o\ There was no star sufficiently near it to ascertain 
its position with a ring micrometer. 

“ May 3. Sextant angle between the comet and the following 
stars. Sirius , 12 0 5', /3 Canis Majoris , 7 0 30' (?), Canopus , 38° 58', 
Procyon , 32 0 16', Betelgrave , 2i°4i', and with a ring micrometer 
at 7 h 58™ 28 s mean time (measured from 4 Leporis ), it was, in R.A. 
5 h 58 tn 42 s , decl. 14 0 8' 50" south. 

“ May 4. Very indistinctly seen with a night-glass, and not 
discernible through a telescope, is about R.A. 6 h I2 ra , decl. 15 0 45' 
south. 

“ When first seen on the 30th, it was a very beautiful object, 
the nucleus and coma of rather large dimensions, but much diffused 
in the hazy medium, for it was low in the western horizon. The 
coma was about 4 0 in length, and the nucleus apparently of one- 
fourth the dimensions of the full moon. On the 2d May its form 
was more defined, the coma more linear, and the nucleus had a 
stellar body of apparently half the size of Jupiter , and much re¬ 
sembling that planet as if seen through a mist. As the comet 
descended, this appearance vanished, and the nucleus resumed the 
form it had on the first night (30th). On the 3d the stellar nu¬ 
cleus was not visible. Otherwise, except in its reduced size, it was 
the same as seen on the 2d. On the 4th it was much more indis¬ 
tinct, and the succeeding nights were also too cloudy to see it. 

“ It is much to be regretted that this, now becoming very im¬ 
portant part of the world, is not considered to be worthy of the 
re-establishment of the Observatory, particularly as there are now 
several good instruments rusting in cases in the Government 
stores. 

“ A time-ball establishment is talked of, and during the last 
Session of Council a sum of money was voted for its erection ; but 
as yet nothing has been done towards its completion. It is pur¬ 
posed to adapt the observing apartment for two meridional instru¬ 
ments, probably a transit and a mural circle. Room is left for the 
addition of a dome-room, for an equatoreal or altazimuth ; but 
nothing will be done unless there be some impulse from without.’ 9 


Note on Comet III. 1853, 

(Extract of a Letter from Dr. Foster, of Brussels, dated October 4, 1853.) 

“ On Sunday, the 28th of August, the atmosphere being clear 
of vapour, I got a very good observation, and was enabled to apply 
some high power to it, owing to the extreme transparency of the 
air. In every telescope it had the same clear and well-defined 
globe appearance , of a bright golden colour, which was very distinct 
from the coma.” 
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